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NAVIGATING COMPLEXITIES: ADDRESSING
CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES IN THE FIELD OF
PRISON STUDY!

Milena Mili¢evi¢, PhD

Institute of Criminological and Sociological Research

Nikola Vuji€i¢, PhD

Institute of Criminological and Sociological Research

In prison studies, project implementation encounters a range of complex challenges.

These encompass access to prison populations, as gaining entry to correctional

facilities for research purposes can be demanding due to security and privacy

concerns, forcing researchers to navigate bureaucratic processes and gain the trust

of correctional authorities. Ethical considerations are important, as well, and research

with imprisoned individuals requires ethical balancing, especially regarding informed

consent and the vulnerable position of prisoners. The next one is related to data

collection and privacy. Safeguarding prisoners' privacy and confidentiality while

collecting essential data can be difficult, and researchers must ensure that the

collected data do not compromise the security and privacy of the individuals involved.

In addition, the stigma associated with imprisoned individuals can affect their

willingness to participate in research, and researchers need to be aware of these

factors. When it comes to resource constraints, limited resources, either in terms of

funding and personnel, can interfere with or slow down comprehensive data collection

1 This research was supported by the Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia, Grant No. 7750249,
Project title: Assessment and possibilities for improving the quality of prison life of prisoners in the
Republic of Serbia: Criminological-penological, psychological, sociological, legal and security

aspects (PrisonLIFE).
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and analysis. Regarding policy and legal changes, modifications in laws, policies, or
regulations can affect ongoing projects, demanding adaptability and responsiveness
from researchers. Successful projects often require transdisciplinary collaboration,
involving academics from various fields, such as criminology, penology, social
rehabilitation, psychology, sociology, and law, and non-academic experts (e.g.,
community members, policymakers, practitioners), which can be complex to
coordinate. Furthermore, prison studies often involve complex data, including
sociodemographic, criminological, and health-related information, and researchers
must deal with this diversity in their evaluation frameworks.

As to dissemination/communication efforts, to share knowledge and research findings
with policymakers, prison authorities, and academic and non-academic public
effectively, researchers need to bridge the gap between academia and practical
applications. Concerning public perception, projects in prison may face resistance or
negative public perception, particularly if they question prevailing beliefs or practices.
Researchers need to address these concerns and engage with the public adequately.
Evaluating the long-term impact of interventions or policies in the correctional system
requires dedicated resources and consistent, but flexible methodologies to capture
dynamic and broader societal context. If the research connects multiple countries,
dealing with different legal and penological systems, as well as cross-cultural
considerations, can complicate the project. These challenges underscore the
importance of detailed planning, ethical considerations, and transdisciplinary
collaboration in prison studies or projects. Researchers must maintain flexibility and

innovative approaches to address these issues effectively.

Key words: Prison Populations, Ethical Considerations, Research Challenges,

Project Implementation, Resource Constraints
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