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standing�that�the�same�phenomenon�can�have�completely�di�er-
ent�meanings�for�di�erent�people.�The�analysis�showed�that�the�
coronavirus�has�both�nega�ve�and�posi�ve�meanings�for�students.

<���������coronavirus,�students,�meaning,�discursive�analysis
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Responses�to�the�COVID-19�pandemic�have�put�the�schools�
and�their�sta��in�the�frontlines,�crea�ng�a�long�list�of�new�stress-
ors� for� teachers� to�deal�with.�Respec�ng�the�challenges�of�pan-
demic�educa�on,�a�group�of� researchers�conducted�a� survey�on�
a�sample�of�817�elementary�school� teachers�with�the�aim�of�as-
sessing� teachers’� coping� strategies� regarding� the� pandemic� and�
their�connec�ons�to�fear�of�COVID-19�and�their�mental�wellbeing.�
Data�were�collected�during�April�and�May�2021,� through�an�on-
line�ques�onnaire.�Coping� strategies�were�measured�with�Brief-
COPE,� consis�ng� of� 14� scales,� covering� a� wide� range� of� coping�
strategies� that� can�be�grouped� into�approach�strategies�–� those�
that�ac�vely�work� to�change�the� stressor�or�accept� its�presence�
in� one’s� life� and� avoidant� coping� strategies� –� that� tend� toward�
more�dysfunc�onal�responses�such�as�denial,�distrac�on,�or�sub-
stance�use.�Fear�of�COVID-19�Scale�and�Warwick-Edinburg�Men-
tal�Well-being�Scale�were�also�used.�Research� results� show�that�
teachers�use�more�ac�vely�approach�strategies�(D�=�37.52,����=�
6.01),� than�avoidant� strategies� (D� =�23.41,���� =�4.75)� (�(757)� =�
64.73,���<�.001).�Fear�of�COVID-19�correlates�posi�vely�with�both�
clusters,�but�more�signi�cantly�with�avoidance�strategies�(��=�.46,���
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<�.001)�than�approach�strategies�(��=�.25,���<�.001).�Teachers’�men-
tal�wellbeing� correlates�mildly�posi�vely� (�� =� .14,���<� .001)�with�
approach� strategies,� but� correlates� moderately� nega�vely� with�
avoidant�strategies�(��=�-.31,���<�.001).�These�results�con�rm�the�
nega�ve�correla�ons�between�avoidant� strategies�and� teachers’�
mental�wellbeing,�as�well�as�its�stronger�connec�on�with�the�fear�
of� COVID-19,� sugges�ng�that� teachers’� tend� to� choose�avoidant�
strategies�if�they�are�more�nega�vely�in�uenced�by�the�pandemic.

<�������:� coping� strategies,� teachers,� fear� of� COVID-19,� mental�
wellbeing,�pandemic�educa�on

CULTURAL�PLURALISM�IN�SCHOOLS�–�PARENTS’�PERSPECTIVE�

Danijela�S.�Petrović���&�Maša�Marisavljević�����
1�Department�of�Psychology,�Faculty�of�Philosophy,�University�of�

Belgrade,�Serbia
2�Research�and�Development�Ins�tute�Life�Ac�vi�es�Advancement�

Center,�Belgrade,�Serbia
3�Ins�tute�for�Experimental�Phone�cs�and�Speech�Pathology�Đorđe�

Kos�ć,�Belgrade,�Serbia

Although�the�importance�of�involving�parents�in�the�work�of�
the�school�is�recognized�as�signi�cant,�researches�place�li�le�focus�
on�the�parental�perspec�ve.�The�aim�of�this�study�was�to�examine�
parents’�opinions�on�the�extent�to�which�cultural�diversity�is�sup-
ported� in�schools� in�Serbia�and�to�determine�whether� there�are�
di�erences� in�parents’�opinions�with� regard� to� intercultural�and�
demographic�variables.�The�sample�consisted�of�128�parents�(88%�
female),�age�27–54� (D�=�40.75,����=�6.02).� Instruments� include�
Cultural�Pluralism�in�School�scale�and�ques�ons�for�measuring�in-
tercultural�experience�and�demographics.�The�study�was�conduct-
ed�online.�Sta�s�cal�analyses�include�descrip�ve�sta�s�cs�and�in-

6��The�realiza�on�of�this�research�was��nancially�supported�by�the�Ministry�of�Ed-
uca�on,�Science�and�Technological�Development�of�the�Republic�of�Serbia�as�part�
of�the��nancing�of�scien��c�research�work�at�the�University�of�Belgrade�-�Faculty�
of�Philosophy�(contract�number�451-03-68/2022-14/200163)


